
 

  



 

 

 

 

Greetings My Brothers, 
 
As always, thank you for taking a moment to read the Massive & Progressive 

Twelfth District Newsletter. My Brothers, the state of the Massive and Progressive 

Twelfth District is STRONG! 

 

We are now 45 active Chapters—38 graduate, 7 undergraduate and 1,586 financial 

Brothers on the way to 2,000.  We are just 414 away from 2000. Getting to 2.000 

isn’t just about a number, it’s about multiplying the work we have already been 

doing and doing a little more! 

 

Here’s some of what we’ve been doing: The 12 th District Life Membership Program hit 100 members and has raised 

over $120K as of March 2022; Sigma Iota held Contra Costa County and Alameda County District Attorney candidate’s 

forums; Rho Iota Iota created the Brother Dr. Maurice Gross Endowment Fund; Phi Lambda and Mu Alpha Alpha 

committed to a new partnership with the AIDS Healthcare Foundation; and undergraduates marched at the NBA Kings 

and Clipper games and so much more. 

 

The District continues to grow as we welcomed to the Brothers of Xi Nu Nu Chapter, Buckeye, AZ (chartered 

12/15/21). These Brothers have already doubled in numbers since the chapter was charted via reclamation (initially 14 

and currently 29). We welcomed back five undergraduate chapters, Alpha Theta (Arizona State), Epsilon Mu 

(University of California, Berkeley), Sigma Eta (University of California, Riverside), Alpha Mu (Stanford) and Xi Mu 

(University of California, Santa Barbara). We are working on reactivating Lambda, Xi Gamma, Chi Beta, Mu Kappa, 

Alpha Epsilon, and others. As we continue to expand our reach across the District, your chapters continue to do 

exceptional work as is displayed in this addition of the Massive. 

 

I’d like to again thank all Brothers who attended the 77th Twelfth Annual Meeting in Las Vegas hosted by the Brothers 

of Kappa Xi and lead by District Marshal Brother Damon Hodge.  My Brothers, what an outstanding meeting! We 

accomplished the constitutional business of Omega, but we also impacted the community with Operation Omega Relief 

III (Over $11k donated to local charities), YLC, STEM, Talent Hunt and so much more.  Congratulations to the 

elected/appointed officers; Brother 1st Vice Andrew Davis, 2nd Vice Kalin “KP” Pont-Tate, DKRS Nick Thompson, 

DKF Raphael Irving, District Counselor Earl Edwards, District Chaplain Chuck Clemons, Director of Public Relations 

Jason Jones, 77 th Marshal Damon Hodge, and 78th Marshal Nate Rivers. I am looking forward to working with each of 

you to move Omega forward! 

 

The 83rd Grand Conclave is in a few days!  We are looking forward to making history with the 1st Grand Basileus who 

was initiated in the 12 th District.  I am looking forward to seeing you all in Charlotte for such a historical moment!  

Long live the Massive and Progressive 12th District and long live the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.!  

 

Thank you my Brothers for all that you do.   

 

In Friendship,  

 

Brother Kwame Dow 

34th Twelfth District Representative  

The Massive & Progressive 12th District  

@12thDistrictRep  



 

 

 

 

Greetings, Brothers of the Massive and Progressive 12th District, 
 
I’m excited that we’re able to share the latest edition of the Massive and Progressive 

Newsletter. This is the second installment under the guidance and leadership of 34th 

Twelfth District Representative, Bro. Kwame Dow. It’s allowed brothers from around 

the District to share the work we are doing in our communities. It can also become a 

vehicle to share with those outside of Omega the many positive endeavors of the 

fraternity.  

 

Thank you to all the brothers who continue to contribute. It would be outstanding to 

have each chapter featured at least once per year, so please continue to send in articles 

and photographs. 

 

Special thanks to Brother Karl Harris, who designed the cover for the first two  newsletters. 

 

In Service, 

 

 

 

 

Brother Jason Jones 

12th District Director of Public Relations 

(510) 682-3586 

12thDPR@gmail.com 

Twitter: @opp12thd 

Instagram: @opp12thd  

Facebook.com/opp12thd 

Also find us on YouTube under 12thDTV 
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For the First Time in Two Years, the Brothers Were Together To Take Care of Business 

By Brother Jason Jones 

Theta Pi Chapter 

 

It had been two years since the brothers of the Massive 

and Progressive 12th District had been able to gather in 

person to handle the business of Omega. That changed 

Feb. 26 when the brotherhood gathered for the 2022 

Winter District Council Meeting on the campus of UC 

Berkeley, hosted by Epsilon Mu with assistance from 

Sigma Iota and Alpha Rho chapters.  

 

Twelfth District Representative Brother Kwame Dow 

put in health and safety protocols to ensure the safest 

possible environment as the brothers traveled from 

around the 12th District to do the work of the fraternity. 

 

The weekend began Feb. 25 with the Spiritual Revival, led by 12th District Chaplain, Brother Charles Clemons, 

followed by fellowship at the fraternity house in Oakland. For many brothers, it was their first time being able to 

fellowship in person since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

The following day featured a candidate’s forum for Grand offices, including the 12 District’s own, Brother Ricky 

Lewis, the current First Vice Grand Basileus who is running for Grand Basileus. 

 

Membership Chairman Carlos Miller facilitated a post MSP educational session for new members of the fraternity and 

Brother Darroll Love continued his work as History and Archives chair by sharing more historical information about 

the fraternity. 

 

The meeting wasn’t just about fraternal business. Brothers Darryl Brown and Miguel Sanchez were able to highlight 

books they’ve written during the Brotherhood Resource. The Omega Wellness presentation from Brother Clemons and 

Brother Abraham Samuel provided another opportunity to focus on the overall wellbeing of the brothers.  

 

The meeting was the prelude to the 77th 12th District Meeting in Las Vegas. It will be the first in -person District 

Meeting since 2019. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Delta Pi UPLIFTS The Pacific Northwest During Achievement Week 

By Brother William Moseley 

Delta Pi Chapter 

 

During Achievement Week, Delta Pi Chapter UPLIFTs the Tacoma, WA community through a variety of Social Action 

Programs. Despite COVID-19 and the many restrictions, the chapter was able to safely host activities extending the 

Omega brand and helping others along the way. 

The chapter kicked off the week with its quarterly church call at Shiloh Baptist Church in Tacoma, WA. Several 

brothers attended services in person, virtually and made monetary donations. 

Later in the week, Brother Albert Richardson, the President of the 

Black Student Union at the University of Washington-Tacoma, 

organized and facilitated a forum entitled “You Belong Here” to 

provide UPLIFT to the students of color at the university that are 

challenged with being accepted on campus.   

The panel participants included Brother Lieutenant General Xavier 

Brunson, U.S. Army Commanding General of America’s First Corps; 

the Vice President of Student Affairs at UW-Tacoma; Kiara Davis, 

Tacoma City Council member; Dr. Walt Braithwaite, a retired Boeing 

executive; Brother Loki Mulholland, a movie producer; and Brother 

Lewis Brinson, a Microsoft executive and the Pacific Northwest Area Representative.  

The chapter concluded the week with its monthly street cleanup project on the 

historic “Hilltop” community of Tacoma.  In 2006, Delta Pi started this Adopt-A-

Street program to revitalize one of the most disadvantaged communities in 

Washington state. The 34th Twelfth District Representative, Brother Kwame Dow, 

participated in the project. 

The chapter hosted a sock drive for the homeless and donating more than 200 pairs 

of socks and a $300 check to the Nativity House, homeless shelter located in 

Tacoma, WA to support its facility and operations.  

The chapter concluded the year by uplifting needy 

families during the holiday season, donating 

Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets and toys to 

multiple families in need. “This year, in addition 

to community families, we included some junior enlisted Army soldiers who really 

needed support from Joint Base Lewis McChord,” said Basileus Mitchell Liggins. 

“The chapter’s planning and execution allowed us to successfully provide uplift to 

these families in need.”   

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dr. Lewis J. Sears, Jr. Emerging Leadership Institute 

By Brother Paul Hodson 

Tau Tau Chapter 
 

The Dr. Lewis J. Sears, Jr., Emerging Leaders Institute 

(ELI) Fellows Program is a comprehensive ten-month 

leadership program focused on identifying and 

developing emerging leaders within the 12th District. 

The program course focuses on a myriad of topics 

including 12th District policy; communications; 

strategic planning; and leadership development. 

Faculty for the program is comprised of 12th District 

Council Members, Past 12th District Representatives, 

12th District Committee Members and Area 

Representatives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Emerging Leadership Institute was established in 2013, under the leadership of then 1 ST Vice District 

Representative Brother James Walker. Identifying the need for leadership development within the 12th District, 

Brother Walker developed The Emerging Leaders Institute. The mission of the Emerging Leaders Institute is to 

identify and cultivate new leaders within the 12th District.  In accordance with this mission, ELI endeavors to increase 

their capacity to be more effective leaders amongst the brotherhood and within their community, to build greater 

cohesiveness and collaboration across the region , and to further the aim of the Fraternity. 

 

Thirty-five brothers have graduated from this program; one entered Omega Chapter. After graduating from the 

program, 95% of the brothers presently are or have served in a leadership position in their chapters, or the 12th District. 

On Jan 5, 2022, the ELI launched its 9 th ELI session with four brothers. Once accepted to the program, the brothers 

are considered fellows. For the next 9 months, these fellows will attend webinars, conducted by past 1 st VGB, Past 

DRs and 12th District committee members. 

 

In addition to completing monthly homework assignments, the fellows will be assigned a mentor. Mentoring is a key 

component of the Emerging Leadership Institute. It is designed to foster leadership training, fraternal growth, and 

professional development for participating fellows.  

 

At the conclusion of the program, the fellows will be required to submit a group project: The group project must be 

as follows: a 12th District issue or concern; must be implementable at the district level; must be measurable; must be 

viable; and the completion of the project must be evident. The group project requires a collaborative effort between 

the fellows which will include a project charter, analysis, budget, timeline, implementation, and group presentation. 

It should be noted that if adopted, the solution provided will be considered for implementation as a 12 th District 

initiative. A number of other districts have adopted ELI and adapted it to suit their leadership development goals.  

 

We encourage other districts to contact us if they are interested. Additional information on ELI can be obtained by 

accessing the 12th District website at https://oppf12d.org/. 

Left-to-right standing:  Brothers Paul Hodson – ELI 2015- graduate and ELI Chairman, Larry Lopes – ELI 2016 graduate and past 

basileus Phi Iota, RC Woodson – ELI 2016 graduate and past fund raising committee, bro Jeffery Birthwright – ELI 2020 Graduate 

and basileus Phi Iota, Jeff Douglas – ELI 2019 Graduate and basileus Epsilon Xi, Johnathan Johnson – ELI 2019 Graduate (Omega 

Chapter), 12th DKF Raphael Irving – ELI 2014 graduate and DKF, sitting – DR James Walker, 1st VGB Ricky Lewis, DR Dr. Lewis 

J. Sears, Jr., DR Lymus Capehart, DR Dennis Martinez and F1stVGB Carl Blunt 

 

https://oppf12d.org/


 

 

 

 

Sigma Iota Chapter Chartered during Fraternity “Renaissance” Period  

Serving San Francisco Bay Area Communities Since 1946 

By Sigma Iota Chapter 75th Diamond Anniversary Committee 

 
During the perilous period of 1945-46, the Omega men in the Bay 

Area were gathering to discuss the need and a plan for a local chapter, 

to participate in this strenuous effort to implement the social action 

mandate of the 31st Grand Conclave. 

.  

Many of these men were leaders in their professional fields and 

activists in the San Francisco Bay Area community at-large. 

Brother James Stratten, the first elected Basileus of the new chapter, 

was a well-known and respected community leader and activist for 

social reform in San Francisco where Sigma Iota chapter was first 

located.  

At this precise moment in the history of the Fraternity, the stalwart 

charter members of Sigma Iota Chapter began its legacy of 

UPLIFT and service in the San Francisco Bay Area.  

 

As additional examples of inequities persisted across the country, the motivation and need for the men of Omega to 

step up and lead the fraternity towards social action included the focus on the disparate treatment and violence directed 

toward African American servicemen returning from duty. The majority of the chartering members had performed 

military service and were well aware of the plight of the African American servicemen.  

 

Black soldiers returning from the war found the same socioeconomic ills 

and racist violence that they faced before. Despite their sacrifices overseas, 

they still struggled to get hired for well-paying jobs, encountered 

segregation, and endured targeted brutality, especially while wearing their 

military uniforms. The violence became so pervasive and brutal that civil 

rights activists formed the National Emergency Committee Against Mob 

Violence in 1946. A delegation representing the group met with President 

Harry S. Truman, arguing for a federal anti-lynching law, but Southern 

Democrats shut down Truman’s attempt. (Alexis Clark). The time to 

organize as a chapter that stood up for action and change was imminent.  

 

 

 

”This has been an unusual year in the further growth of the 

Fraternity. More than twenty-three chapters (including Sigma Iota 

in 1946) have been established. The significance of this fact is that 

Omega has had a renaissance and now has assumed without question 

the position of leadership among Negro Greek-letter fraternities.  

In this new era which Omega is entering, it will be her purpose 

to meet this responsibility and to render such service as her 

strength will allow.” - Grand Basileus Johnson, 32nd Grand 

Conclave (1946) in Fort Worth. 



 

 

 

 

Martin Luther King Day in Las Vegas 

By Brother Eric Warren 

Kappa Xi Chapter 

 

After a year of perseverance in 2021, the brothers of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Kappa Xi Chapter (Las 

Vegas) began the year ready to roll with their participation in 40th Annual Martin Luther King Day Parade. 

The parade was the brainchild of Brother Wendell P. Williams, who started the parade in 1982. With very 

few participants in the beginning, it has grown into Nevada’s largest parade. The hope and purpose of the 

parade is to enlighten people of the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

The parade took place in downtown Las Vegas. The parade route was approximately four miles. The parade 

included members of the Divine Nine organizations as well as local high schools, various dance and marching 

bands, law enforcement, and public servants—both Democrat and Republican were in attendance. Prior to 

the start of the day’s festivities, Democratic Governor Steve Sisolak stopped by the float to take pictures with 

the brothers of Kappa Xi Chapter and shook a few hands. At 10 o'clock the parade started, and the brothers 

were ready to show “OWT”. 

 

Under the direction of Co-Chair of the MLK Parade, Brother Eric Curtis, along with the Omega Gents, 

hopped and grooved throughout the parade route, with high energy and enthusiasm.  During the parade route, 

members of Kappa Xi engaged spectators by shaking hands and high fiving children along the route. Bro. 

Jaleel Rogers (Fall 21) remarked that, “You only get one chance to make a lasting impression on a child’s 

life. Some of them may be bruhs one day.” 

 

The Omega Gents and Kappa Xi hop team showed out for the judges towards the end of the parade.                

The Omega Gents performed first and gave a strong showing. The Kappa Xi brothers stepped in front of the 

judges and performed at a high standard! The crowd erupted when the hop team led by Bro. Rogers, Bro. 

Eric Curtis, Bro. Trenton Quinn, and Bro. Butch Johnson performed. The brothers finished in first place. 

With that, the 2022 year began with a rousing start.  



 

 

 

 

Brother U.S. Army General, Xavier Brunson Hits the Ground Running in the Pacific Northwest 

By Brother William Moseley 

Delta Pi Chapter 

 

As soon as Brother Brunson arrived at Joint Base-Lewis McCord in the Pacific Northwest, 

he hit the ground running, becoming a member of Delta Pi Chapter and participating in 

community outreach programs immediately.  

 

Brother Brunson’s presence is impacting the Omega brand and helping bring brothers 

back to the fold of Omega and attracting young students to the Fraternity at the University 

of Washington-Tacoma. He recently participated in a panel discussion focused on 

“Belonging” - targeting university students of color who are challenged with being 

accepted on campus. 

 

He was recently promoted to Lieutenant General (three star) and assumes the position of 

commanding General of First Corps. In this role, Brother Brunson is responsible for Army units in the Asian-Pacific 

region, including Hawaii and Alaska which comprise of over 44,000 Soldiers. 

 

Brother Brunson was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant and an Infantry Officer upon graduation from Hampton 

University in 1990. His previous assignment was as the Deputy Commanding General of First Corps.   

 

Brother Brunson has served at every level of command up to the Corps across a 31-year career.  He has had multiple 

deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan including service as the Assistant Commanding General Support of 1st Special 

Forces Command (Airborne) at Fort Bragg, NC and Operation Inherent Resolve.  He has also served as the Deputy 

Commanding General-Operations, 10th Mountain Division (Light) and the Chief of Staff, XVIII Airborne Corps, 

including a forward deployment as the Chief of Staff of the Combined Joint Task Force Operation Inherent Resolve in 

Iraq. Brother Brunson then took command of the 7th Infantry Division at Joint Base Lewis-McChord before serving 

in First Corps. 

 

His military education includes the Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, Command and General Staff College, 

and Army War College. 

 

His awards and decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit (with 3 Bronze Oak Leaf 

Clusters), Bronze Star Medal (with 3 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters), Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious 

Service Medal (with Silver Oak Leaf Cluster and 2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters), Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert 

Infantryman Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Military Free Fall Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, Ranger Tab, 

and Army Staff Identification Badges. 

 

Brother Brunson holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science from Hampton University, a Master of Arts in 

Human Resources from Webster University, and a Master of Science in National Security and Strategic Studies from 

the United States Army War College. He is a life member of The Rocks Inc., Veterans of Foreign Wars, the National 

Infantry Association and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. He is married to Kirsten Brunson (Campbell), and they have two 

daughters and one son. 

 

Brother Brunson was initiated in Gamma Epsilon Chapter at Hampton University in 1990 and is currently a member 

of Delta Pi Chapter in Tacoma, Washington. 



 

 

 

 

Congratulations Brother Upperman 

By Brother Jeffery Upperman 

Tau Tau Chapter 

 

Jeffrey S. Upperman, MD, FAAP, FACS, Surgeon in Chief and Chair Department 

of Pediatric Surgery, was appointed to the National Advisory Committee on 

Children and Disasters, a federal advisory committee that provides advice and 

guidance to the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response within the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and to the HHS Secretary. He is 

Chief of Surgery at the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt 

(MCJCHV) and is a Tenured Professor of Surgery at the Vanderbilt University 

School of Medicine.   
  

Education.  Dr. Upperman graduated from Stanford University in 1987.    While at 

Stanford, he was initiated into the Alpha Mu Chapter of the Fraternity while on 

campus. Among his many accomplishments, he was one of twelve students who 

received the Dean’s Service Awards for exceptional contributions to the University. He graduated with a bachelor’s 

degree in Human Biology and a master’s degree in Sociology.  He earned his medical degree and completed his surgical 

residency at New Jersey Medical School.  He completed his clinical training in pediatric surgery at Children’s Hospital 

of Pittsburgh and was recruited to join the faculty at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine at Children’s 

Hospital of Pittsburgh in 2001.  

  

Academic.  In recognition of his esteemed reputation in education, leadership and pediatric trauma and disaster 

preparedness, Dr. Upperman has been invited to speak at a variety of distinguished venues, from hospital lectures to 

testimony before the Department of Health and Human Serv ices’ National Commission on Children and Disasters in 

Washington, D.C. He has been the keynote speaker at numerous national and  international conferences on pediatric 

trauma and preparing for disaster.  In 2019, Dr. Upperman was awarded University of Southern California faculty 

mentoring award. He was recently elected to the Vanderbilt chapter of Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society. 

 

Dr. Upperman is an active and accomplished academic surgeon who has published over 190 peer-reviewed 

publications, 200 abstracts, and 20 book chapters.  His research interests include sepsis, education, trauma, and disaster 

preparedness.  Dr. Upperman’s research support has included funding from the National Institutes of Health, the Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation and the Department of Health Human Services.   

    

Service.  Dr. Upperman is a retired Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Army Medical Corps. He served his 

country as Chief of Surgery during operation Iraqi Freedom 2 in 2004.  

 

In his latest federal appointment, Dr. Upperman will serve as a sworn member of the National Advisory Committee 

for Children in Disasters for the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response.  The Committee provides expert 

advice and guidance to enhance all-hazards public health and medical preparedness, response, and recovery aimed at 

meeting the unique needs of children and their families across the entire spectrum of their well-being.  

 

Home.  Married to Dr. Bevanne Bean-Mayberry for 27 years. Dr. Bean-Mayberry is an accomplished Women’s Health 

clinician and researcher at the UCLA Veteran’s Administration Medical Center.    They have 3 boys:  Jeff Jr, Joseph 

and Joshua (and dog Buster). He currently a financial member of the Tau Tau Chapter in Compton, CA and an Omega 

Life Member. 

 



 

 

 

 

Phi Iota Chapter Partners with the City of Phoenix and the Urban League 

By Brother Patrick Cannon 

Phi Iota Chapter 

 

The brothers of Phi Iota, in partnership with the City of Phoenix and the Urban League, conducted a COVID 19 

screening and vaccination event at Brother Anthony Geather’s (3 -Alpha Theta-Spr ’21) Ageez Barber Shop on 

Saturday, February 5, 2022. Brother Dr. Carl Blunt (3-Sigma Iota-Spr ’78), 32nd First Vice Grand Basileus, Phi Iota 

Basileus, Jeff Birthwright (3-Phi Iota-Smr ’15), Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallegos and over 300 people attended the event 

which provided free testing and administered vaccinations. Those receiving vaccinations for the first time received a 

$100 gift card. COVID 19 kits, which consisted of an at home rapid test and KN-95 masks, were available to all who 

attended. Mayor Gallegos had nothing but compliments and praise for the men of Phi Iota.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Brothers of Gamma Alpha Alpha Chapter on the Move! 

By Brother Nate Rivers 

Gamma Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

The Brothers of Gamma Alpha Alpha Chapter in Anchorage, Alaska 

continue to be among the busiest chapters in the 12th District even 

with the many ongoing pandemic restrictions. Feb. 5-7, 2022, is a 

perfect example. On Feb 5, the chapter supported our weekly service 

project at the local Food Bank, issuing more than 7,000 pounds of 

food, to approximately 120 local community members in need. 

 

This was followed the next day with our routine health initiative every 

Saturday morning with our Friendship Walk. It normally lasts at least 

55 minutes, with engaging fellowshipping, to catch up on the past 

week’s activities. We 

keep these weekly walks open to the local populace, particularly our 

local Divine Nine Partners. Currently, we are walking inside one of the 

large malls with a tremendous area to facilitate walking. Traditionally, 

we start before the mall is filled with people. The evening was filled 

with brothers preparing food to help support a BBQ plate meal 

fundraiser for one of our Divine Nine members who is running for a 

school board seat. More than 300 meals were pre-ordered. 

 

The weekend concluded when I, serving as the 12th District Alaska 

State Representative, was invited to be the keynote speaker at the 

church where one of the members of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., is the pastor, and spoke on what Black History 

Month means to me. The chapter also received a community service award for our outstanding work in community 

service. Again, this is normal for GAA where it’s “Too Cold For Lukewarm Enthusiasm!“ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Omega Gents Attend Black College Expo 

By Bro. Karl Harris 

Sigma Iota Chapter 

 

The Omega Gents of Sigma Iota Chapter, Oakland, California, have been enjoying an outstanding year of mentorship 

with a series of planned activities. The goal of the program is to teach and encourage young men to plan and define the 

direction for their future. Monthly educational workshops, quarterly social or cultural events, counseling, coaching and 

networking are all important components of the program. 

On February 26, 2022, the brothers of Sigma Iota Chapter took a number of the Gents to the Black College Expo held 

at the Oakland Convention Center. The Black College Expo is an annual event that highlights Historically Black 

Colleges and Universities and other post-secondary institutions to provide admission and scholarship information to 

students and parents. Additionally, career information representatives share opportunities for employment. The Gents 

attended interesting workshops including,  How to Find Money For College, Why Attend an HBCU, How to Think and 

Grow Rich, How to Find Money for College and The Student Athlete. 

The brothers of Sigma Iota and Alpha Rho secured a booth where informational flyers and recruitment material was 

handed out to potential Gents and their parents. The material was well-received by scores of young men and their 

parents who expressed their appreciation to talk to the brothers about the Gents program. The Sigma Iota Chapter 

Scholarship Committee also took advantage of this opportunity to network with high school seniors by handing out 

2022 scholarship applications to qualified students. Many high achieving students of the class of 2022 were anxious to 

the scholarship information that was presented to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers Lenwood Hunter, Karl Harris, Tony Anderson, 

Aaron Hamilton, Spencer Hollie at Black College Expo 

Gents information booth 
Sigma Iota Vice Basileus Karl Harris talking 

to young men about the Gents Program 

Omega Gents attending Black College Expo 

 



 

 

 

 

Encomium for a 58 Year Omega Man 

By Brother Kevin Moore 
 Psi Xi Chapter 

 

It’s not every day you have an opportunity to know, 

honor and serve with a 58-year Omega Man. As we 

have, it is our duty to pay homage to our Brother, 

especially one whose zeal and enthusiasm for 

Omega and its ideals is as strong today as a 

neophyte. Our Chapter Brother, Bruce T. Stewart, 

III is our 58-year Brother. Brother Stewart’s 

initiation was 4/4/1964 at Alpha Chapter. Brother 

Stewart is a Chapter and Fraternal Treasure and 

delivers inspiration to all he encounters  inside our 

Chapter and outside the Fraternity. 

 

During a Chapter meeting, Brother Stewart was asked “what keeps you going?’ His response floored the body as he 

stated that it was the Brotherhood and serving with all of us! While the response can be accepted at face value, Brother 

Stewart functions with the enthusiasm of an undergrad. If you want to see what a true “Omega Man” looks like, and 

how he  serves the community, here are a few facts: 

 

• Brother Stewart is a Charter Member of the current chapter Psi Xi, Oxnard, California  

• Brother Stewart has helped make EVERY brother initiated at Psi Xi 

• Brother Stewart is at ALL Chapter events 

• ALWAYS raises his hand offering leadership, knowledge, and wisdom  

• Heads up multiple committees in the community and serves as their interface to the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 

Inc. 

• Brother Stewart has held every Chapter office and currently serves as Chaplain  

• Occupies a post on the Executive body of Gold Coast Charities, Inc., our 501c3 Foundation  

• Brother Stewart is a veteran of the United States Air Force and was honorably discharged  

• Brother Stewart serves as the Chapter’s interface to the Ventura County NAACP where he serves on the 

Executive Committee and as Treasurer of the Ventura County Branch  

• Serves on the Ventura County MLK Celebration Committee and has since inception 

• He has worked with the young men of Ventura County to introduce them to society as escorts for the 20th 

Century Onyx club Debutante Program 

• Brother Stewart is a member of Bethel AME Church, Oxnard where he serves as a member of the Trustee 

Board and Stewardship and Finance Committee 

• Charter Member (32 years) of the Ventura County Juneteenth Celebration Committee and is President of its 

501c3 Foundation 

 

Brother Stewart is the example of an Omega Man. His service has lit a bright path for others to follow! We honor our 

Brother who has unselfishly given to Omega, while upholding our four cardinal principles Manhood, Scholarship, 

Perseverance, Uplift representing Omega in the community and amongst the brotherhood. Brothers like Bruce T. 

Stewart, III are recognized as examples of Omega men who ” See It Through”, and someone fair-hair youth may look 

upon and avoid the pitfalls of life.  

We salute Brother Bruce T. Stewart III, an icon in the community and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., Psi Xi Chapter!!!! 

 



 

 

 

 

West Valley  Ques Attend Annual Human Sex Trafficking Walk 

By Bro. DL White 

Xi Nu Nu Chapter 

 

The Brothers of Xi Nu Nu Chapter, the West Valley Phoenix Ques, attended the Annual Human Sex Trafficking Walk. 

The event was sponsored by the non-profit Phoenix, AZ Dream Center. The Phoenix Dream Center mission is to stop 

human trafficking, end childhood hunger and educate tomorrows leaders. Thus, the walk was to show Xi Nu Nu 

Chapter support to end Human Trafficking in Arizona. Over 200 community residents in the Phoenix, AZ area attended 

the walk. The Brothers of Xi Nu Nu Chapter walked alongside members of the Phoenix West Valley, Sigma Gamma 

Rho Sorority, Inc. as well. 

    

 

  



 

 

 

 

West Valley  Ques Attend Annual MLK March 

By Bro. DL White 

Xi Nu Nu Chapter 

 

The Brothers of Xi Nu Nu Chapter, the West Valley Phoenix Ques, attended the Annual Dr. Martin Luther Kings, Jr. 

march on Saturday January 15, 2022, in Phoenix, AZ. The Brothers of Xu Nu Nu Chapter, partnered with Phi Iota 

Chapter, and Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter as participants in the march. The march started with speeches from various 

civil rights groups in the Phoenix, AZ area. Thereafter, Xi Nu Nu Chapter Brothers marched alongside Martin Luther 

King III and members of the community, over the 16th street bridge off East Jefferson street . The march ended with a 

powerful speech by Martin Luther King III expressing the urgency to pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Act.                

The speech was a message asking United States Arizona Senators to vote yes for the Act. The Brothers of Xi Nu Nu 

Chapter were honored by Martin Luther King III, who took a picture with the Brothers. Several members of Delta 

Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. were also in the picture as well. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Start-to-Finish Scholars Program Exceeds $1 Million in Financial Assistance to Young Black Men 

By Brother James Breedlove 

Zeta Rho Chapter 

 

On June 4, 2022, the Brothers of the Zeta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., through their Bridge Builders 

Foundation, will host the 40th Annual Salute and Scholars banquet and will award over $100,000 in financial 

scholarships to African American male high school seniors. This 40th year is particularly exciting, as the total financial 

support awarded to African American young men will exceed  $1 million.  

 

For the last forty years, the event has recognized and honored significant community servants for their qualitative 

contributions in their profession and to society. In addition, proceeds from the event have supported several hundred 

African American males as they enter into, and matriculate through college. Student participants in the Start-to-Finish 

program boast an impressive 6 year college completion rate of over 80%, which is higher than any other cohort of 

young people (all ethnicities, all genders). These graduation rates are even more impressive when you consider that 

over 50% of BBF scholars are either first generation, and/or low income. 

 

Each student is assigned a personal mentor (from the chapter) to work with them during their entire college experience. 

In addition, students benefit from Zeta Rho/BBF social network for career coaching, internships, and other supportive 

services. Students receive an initial scholarship of $2,500 their freshman year, and then receive three renewable 

scholarships each subsequent year for a total of $5,500 in scholarships. This year, 25 new scholars were added to the 

program. 

 

Corporate and family naming sponsorship opportunities start at $5,000 and provide financial and program support for 

one student during their entire college experience. As noted by BBF Board Member, Brother Wayne Moore “The early 

commitment by corporate and individuals/families allows us to expand our reach and make a Start -to-Finish 

commitment to more youth.”  

 

This year, Austin D. Jackson (Miami Dolphins)  and the Chanin Family Scho larship (Ruth and Sonny Singer 

Foundation) allowed us to commit to five additional exceptional students.  

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

Divine 9 Week at University of Arizona January 24 - 28, 2022 

By Brother Rashad Fisher 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

On January 24, 2022, all Divine Nine organizations came together on the campus of University of Arizona to host 

“Meet the Greeks”. Each organization gave a presentation on the basics of their organization. After the initial 

presentations, students were given the opportunity to have time with each organization in separate classrooms.  

 

On January 25, The Women of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta 

Sorority, Inc., and Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. held a volleyball event for the young women on campus.  

 

On January 26, all Divine Nine organizations joined forces once again for game night held in the main library at 

University of Arizona. 

 

On January 27, the undergraduate brothers of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., 

came together to educate young men on financial literacy and overall successful habits to be successful.  

 

On January 28, all Divine Nine organizations came together to wrap up D9 week. There was a social from 6pm-8:30pm 

held outside on the Mall of University of Arizona.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Arizona members of the Divine 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Delta Alpha Alpha Supports the Sierra Vista Good Neighbor Alliance 

By Brother Rashad Fisher 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

On January 16, 2022, the brothers of the Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., donated 

miscellaneous cleaning supplies, personal hygiene items and COVID-19 personal protective equipment (PPE) to the 

Sierra Vista Good Neighbor Alliance. The Sierra Vista Good Neighbor alliance provides and/or assists displaced 

families and persons in need with safe, temporary shelter and access to supportive services and works toward helping 

them achieve economic and social self-sufficiency. The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly depleted the Alliance’s 

stockpiles of supplies that it habitually provides to the underserved populations of the Sierra Vista community.               

As service-minded men of Omega and ardent supporters of their community, the brothers of Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

with much enthusiasm, marshaled their efforts to donate the urgently needed supplies to this charitable organization. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter Basileus, Brother Henry Armstead (l) and Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter Vice Basileus, Antwan L. Bowman (r), present 

Mr. Brad Roland (c), the Director of the Sierra Vista Good Neighbor Alliance, with their donations of cleaning supplies, personal hygiene items 

and COVID-19 personal protective equipment (PPE) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Arizona Omega Men March With King Family For Voter Rights Legislation 

By Brother Rashad Fisher 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

On January 15, 2022, brothers of the Delta Alpha Alpha, Phi Iota and Xi Nu Nu Chapters of the Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity, Inc., marched in solidarity with family members of the late civil rights icon, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to 

call on Arizona Democratic Senator, Kyrsten Sinema to support efforts to expand voting rights. Senator Sinema’s 

refusal to support changes to the Senate’s Jim Crow-era filibuster rules will undoubtedly make it difficult for the 

Freedom to Vote Act and the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act to pass.  Arizona is one of 19 states that 

have passed more than 30 state voting laws in the last year — including a ban on giving water to voters in long lines, 

and stricter ballot signature requirements — that King III called “draconian.” “They make it harder for people to vote, 

especially people of color”, he said. On this historic occasion, Arizona Omega men joined Martin Luther King III, his 

wife Arndrea Waters King and his daughter Yolanda Renne King, as well as other Arizona civic organizations at East 

Lake Park in Phoenix, AZ for a voter rights rally and participated in the march across the 16th Street Bridge as symbolic 

of the march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma in 1965 for voting rights for African Americans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Omega men of Delta Alpha Alpha, Phi Iota and Xi Nu Nu Chapters assemble 

at East Lake Park 

 

Brother Derrick Hamlin (BGG 2011) of 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter and his daughter 

Omega men of Delta Alpha Alpha, Phi Iota and Xi Nu Nu 

Chapters along with other members of the Divine 



 

 

 

 

Delta Alpha Alpha Leads the Way in Establishing a National Pan-Hellenic Council Chapter in Tucson, AZ 

By Brother Rashad Fisher 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

December 11, 2021, marked a significant day in Southern Arizona with the chartering of a local National Pan-Hellenic 

Council in the city of Tucson. This occasion was spearheaded by Delta Alpha Alpha’s own, Brother Donald Buckley 

(3-84-TA). Upon arriving in Tucson in January 2020, Brother Buckley inquired about interest in having a local NPHC 

in Southern Arizona. Brother Buckley began the process by reaching out to other D9 organizations and started 

communication which resulted in several meetings. Patricia Spencer of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., assisted with 

this vision and with diligence, perseverance, and planning, worked to push it across the finish line. Teaming with Sigma 

Gamma Rho Bicentennial President Minina Johnson, the two worked together to create chapter by -laws, 

operating/standing rules, selected of officers, and worked with the National NPHC office to get approval of the drafted 

charter and authorization for charter.  On Saturday, December 11, 2021, five officers along with Brother Buckley, who 

was elected via voting process as the chapter’s 1st Vice President, participated in an officer installation ceremony 

hosted by the National Pan President. Simultaneously, they were installed as the NPHC-Southern Arizona chapter 

during the chartering ceremony. 

 

The purpose of the NPHC-Southern Arizona: 

• To foster cooperative actions of its members in dealing with - matters of mutual concern between the 

affiliate organizations of the National Pan-Hellenic Council;  

• To support affiliated member organizations’ ideas and goals; 

• To promote high standards of scholarship, socioeconomic status, and cultural awareness; and  

• To provide constructive participation in areas such as community service, educational programming, 

promotion of student leadership and undergraduate chapters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Brother Donald Buckley 

NPHC-SA 1st Vice President 

NPHC-SA Officers 

NPHC-SA Chartering Team 

NPHC-SA D9 Representatives 



 

 

 

 

Delta Alpha Alpha Sponsors Dr. Charles Drew Blood Drive 

By Brother Rashad Fisher 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

On November 2-3, 2021, the brothers of Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter partnered with the Armed Forces Blood Program 

to execute one of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.'s nationally mandated programs, the Dr. Charles Drew Blood Drive 

at Ft. Huachuca, AZ. Dr. Drew is the most prominent figure in Blood Donation history. He was an African -American 

surgeon, researcher and member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity whose breakthroughs made possible the blood collection 

system as we know it today. The Armed Services Blood Program (ASBP) provides quality blood products for service 

members, veterans and their families in both peace and war. The ASBP is tasked with the collection, processing, storage 

and transportation of blood and blood products to ill or injured service members, their families, retirees and veterans 

worldwide in both peace and wartime.  Once collected units are processed and are available for Soldiers in deployed 

areas within four days.  When blood is not in supply to ASBP then it has to purchase units from the Red Cross to 

continue service. The Ft. Huachuca-based Omega Men of DAA entertained, fed and provided words of encouragement 

to over 200 U.S. Army Military Intelligence Soldier-Blood Donors. As a result of the efforts of the Omega Men of Ft. 

Huachuca, the ASBP was able to collect over 323 units (approx. 85 gallons) of blood for the American Soldiers 

currently serving and deployed to our nation’s various conflicts worldwide.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basileus Henry Armstead III helps to feed 

the Soldiers who donated blood during the 

event 

Basileus and Vice Basileus of Delta Alpha 

Alpha position themselves behind the highly 

decorated Omega Psi Phi display during the 

Charles Drew Blood Drive at Ft. Huachuca, 

AZ 

(from left to right) Brother Rashad Fisher, 

Basileus Henry Armstead III, Vice Basileus  

Antwan Bowman, and Brother Mike Adams 

pose for a pic at the November 2021 Charles  

Drew Blood Drive 



 

 

 

 

Pillar of the Community:  Delta Alpha Alpha Toy Drive and Giveaway 2021 

By Brother Rashad Fisher 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

December 14-15, 2021, Brother Larry Starks positively represented himself and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. when 

he directed the men of Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter in a joint venture with the Black Employee Network (BEN) of 

Amazon, the Juneteenth Festival Committee and the Boys and Girls Club of Tucson, in the annual Toy Drive.                

The Black Employee Network is an employee resource group within Amazon that engages with local and regional 

chapters of the National Society of Black Engineers and frequently works in  partnership with resident Black 

organizations in the area. The Juneteenth Festival Committee organizes the yearly Juneteenth event that commemorates 

the emancipation of African-American slaves and has been doing so for the last 50 years. The Boys and Girls Club of 

Tucson has been a mainstay in the Southside of Tucson since 1962 and is currently providing affordable alternatives 

and after school programming to over 9,000 youth in the area. 

 

This partnership came from many months of working together in the interest of the community. On December 14, the 

Black Employee Network of Amazon made a donation containing over 700 pounds of toys. On December 15, the toys 

were gathered at the Boys and Girls Club and were separated into individual tables according to age and sex. Due to 

COVID 19 restrictions, the event was executed as a “drive up” event only. With the assistance of countless volunteers 

and the Tucson Police Department, according to Boys and Girls club records, over 150 families were able to receive 

toys for their children, with toys leftover that were donated to the local churches and schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

DAA Brother Larry Starks preparing toys to be 

given out on December 15, 2021 

Toys ready for Distribution at the Boys and Girls Club 

700 lbs. of Toys being picked up at the 

Amazon facility in Tucson, AZ 

 



 

 

 

 

Delta Alpha Alpha Supports the Ronald McDonald House in Tucson 

By Brother Rashad Fisher 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

During Achievement Week, the brothers of Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter collaborated with the Ronald McDonald House 

of Tucson to provide two-hundred-dollar gift cards for their Chef for a Day program. These gift cards provide dinners 

for children battling cancer and their families for residents of the city of Tucson. The Ronald McDonald House in 

Tucson is known to nurture the health and well-being of children and their families. The organization has several other 

programs which include Stay with Us, Ronald McDonald Family Room, and the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile. The 

Ronald McDonald House has been in operation since 1974 with the sole purpose of being a place of strength so that 

families can give 100 percent of themselves to their children. The demand for this service was so great that it has been 

replicated more than 330 times to date, with plans to keep growing. Ronald McDonald Houses are located all over the 

world, including on Vatican property.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The brothers of Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter in attendance Brother Daryl Haley, Brother Larry Starks, Brother Christian Riley, Brother. 

Kewuan Jackson, and Brother Steve Adelman 

 



 

 

 

 

Delta Alpha Alpha Feeds the Homeless During the Holiday Season 

By Brother Rashad Fisher 

Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter 

 

During the holiday season, the brothers of Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter collaborated with Z-Mansion to feed the less 

fortunate residents of the city of Tucson. Z-Mansion is a historic mansion in Tucson, Arizona that is known as a popular 

wedding venue, but it is what they host outside of weddings that might surprise you. Z-Mansion services the less 

fortunate throughout the week, but on Sundays, they provide a meal as well as lunch to go. As the Bible says in Isaiah 

58:7 “Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 

naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh.” It is our duty from one person to another to make 

sure our basic needs are met. The Z-Mansion not only feeds this underserved population, but they also have a small 

pantry where individuals can procure whole food items as well as clothing items from its lending closet. The brothers 

of Delta Alpha Alpha Chapter helped prepare and serve over 50 wholesome meals for Tucson citizens that were in 

attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Delta Alpha Alpha Brothers Christopher King and Anthony 

Lee help prepare meals for the “Feed the Homeless” project 

Delta Alpha Alpha Brother Steven Adelman helps assist 

other volunteers to hand out meals to the less fortunate 

for the “Feed the Homeless” project 


